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FOREWORD. 



Kasyapa is one of the most ancient sages of 
India from whom the numerous body of Brahmans 
belonging to Kasyapa Gotra trace their origin. 
His exact period, as that of most other Vedic 
men and institutions, is yet an unsolved mystery. 

This valuable work, “ Kasyapa Samhita ” 
was one of the manuscripts which came to the 
possession of H. H. Sri Yatiraja Swamy of 
Melkote years ago through the priest of the 
sacred temple there. Glancing through its con- 
tents, he was struck by its tantric and medical 
usefulness, and decided to make it available for 
the public. As the manuscript was worn with age 
and not in perfect condition, he looked about for 
other manuscript copies of the work, and after 
considerable search, found one in the Government 
Oriental Library, Madras, and one in the Theo- 
sophical Library at Adyar. By collating the three 
manuscripts a fairly satisfactory text was prepared, 
and through the kind offices of the then Muzroi 
Commissioner, Mr. Rajakarya-pravina P. G. 
D’ Souza, the Government of Mysore were pleased 
to advance the cost of its publication. 
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In ( Indian Medical bibliographies there is 
mention of a work “Kasyapa Tantra,” and also 
of another “ Kasyapeeya Roganidanam” ; but no 
manuscript of the former is said to be available. 
Further, in the catalogue of Brunnell’s Tanjore 
manuscripts, there is mention of a “ Kasyapa 
Samhita,’’ but that is an exposition by Siva, in 
answer to Parvathi, of the causes and cures of 
diseases, such as 20 kinds of Kusbta, 12 kinds of 
Gulma, and so on. 

In the work before us, sage Kasyapa ex- 
pounds to Gowtama in metrical form, the nature 
of serpents, their poisons, and their cures. The 
name of the work is to be found among the 108 
Samhitas of the Pancharatra school of worship 
mentioned in the ancient work “ Padma Samhita”. 
The appropriateness of classing this among 
Pancharatra works lies in the fact that a large 
part of it deals with mantric incantations which 
remove serpents or render their poisons inno- 
cuous. The latter portion of the work classifies 
the 16 varieties of snakes, and gives the herbal 
antidotes of their poisons. As such its importance 
may be guessed in a country where tens of 
thousands die annually by snake-bites. Therefore 
not only its publication, but its translation into 
English and the vernaculars would seem to be of 
imminent value. 
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In the delightful volume on Indian Medicine 
published by that scholar-prince, H. H. the 
Thakore Saheb of Gondal, in 1896, he quotes the 
Greek historian, Arrian, and Nearchus, to the effect 
that Alexander found his own Greek Physicians 
unable to cure the snake-bites common in the 
Punjab, and sought the aid of Indian Physicians 
whose successes won his admiration. Plis High- 
ness adds, “ In face of the fact that European 
Toxicologists are still in search of a specific for 
snake-poison, the Indian Physicians of 2200 years 
ago might well be proud of their skill.’’ 

The publication of a work like this would be 
celebrated as a scientific event in the countries of 
the West, but here we are still in the stage of 
selling our birth-right for a mess of pottage. 
Oblivious of the true value of many old manu- 
scripts, we lightly pass them over as lumber, 
whereas their high scientific merit should really 
aid and advance civilization ! 

H. H. Sri Yathiraja Swamy has placed the 
learned world under further indebtedness to him, 
having already won their esteem by his three 
former publications, the monumental- “ Padma 
Samhita,” “ Sringara Prakasa,” and “ Tapasa 
Vatsaraja.” In the winter of his age his tireless 
mind is avid for solid literary work, and the 




volume before us is not to be the last of his great 
contributions. Nevertheless it is one of the most 
valuable, and should prove of equal interest to 
antiquarians and modern scientists. 



Mysore, 
April , 1933. 



G. R. JOSYER, 

M.A., F.R.E.S., F.M.U. 
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